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much fancy that. 1 would probably
have done better taking it, but that is
another matter. The BBC, to whom [
applied, couldn’t even bother to reply
to the application: I found out later that
was typical. That job was eventually
cancelled, so no-one got it.

Looking in Wireless World, that great
publication as it was then, there was an
advert via an agency. So I rang. A not
very friendly guy told me that without
a degree I had no chance of a job in
electronics. I knew this was drivel.
Anyway, he rang me back and asked a
couple of technical questions 1 didn’t
think very hard, and later told me I had
an interview with Redifon, Broomhouse
Way, Wandsworth, not far from me.

I took along a power amplifier [ had
built, and its pre-amp, built in an old
Quad mono pre-amp box, as proof of
my interest, and got the job as a test
engineer. The job was fairly arduous:
I was in the section of an old boy who
didn’t really want to talk to anybody
who had been there less than five years.
Wrong section for a youngster. There,
the infamous GA481 and PU220 were
tested, and the A43R, which I gather is
now collectable — don’t know why.

I soon decided that if at all possible
I wanted to get shifted into another
section: where the R551 was tested.
Radios had long since really appealed
to me. The way this was done was when
work in my section was short, to get
moved to do things there. In time, I was
full-time there. I tested all the modules,
and the obvious next step was to get to
test the whole set: that was promotion.
Sometimes it was thought, as my next
employer did, that the final test was a
lower skilled job than fault-finding to
component level on sub-assemblies.
True in some cases, but one would be

lost on sets like this without having
good knowledge of all the modules.
Even then finding which module is the
problem is not always easy, and what
when itisn’t simply a module? Anyway,
I got to being Grade One, and being
permanently on Final Test, well when
there were enough sets available. I also
had the thought I would like one of
these, when they came up second-hand.
When [ was there I was told they were
about £2,250, depending on options.
That was more than I started on.

I wonder if any of my former
colleagues read RB? It would be nice to
make contact.

My Receiver

The R551 does not come up on eBay
or in RadComm very often. I bid on
one but got the closing time wrong. It
went for £175 I think, and was complete
with two or three of the external ARU
options. More of them, later. Mine was
£68.86, plus too much diesel, as I took
a poor route across southern London to

collect it. Mine was missing the top to
a module, the top cover, some screws,
and both the ‘windows’ (Don’t panic:
nothing to do with Bill Gates!) had
been filled in with hardboard sprayed to
a very good colour match.

When I saw it, across the room I
immediately saw that, although the
front looked good, as it had done in the
picture, there was white corrosion on
the screws at the side. It didn’t look too
bad. Very oddly, the guy who sold the
set | missed was there: picking up things
he bought. He told me most of these sets
went from the Navy to Sea Scouts, that
is why so few came up. It explained the
corrosion too — kept near water. The
original sets were generally supplied in
cases with heaters at the bottom to keep
them dry, anyway, I suspect the ships
were dry. Incidentally, he told me these
sets were well-respected in the Navy: in
which he had served. The set was not
supplied with a mains lead, and was
untested. The seller believed (despite
correction) that there was a separate
PSU for these sets. It uses the small
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